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STATISTICS  AND  SOCi;iL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres)  55 » 770 

Population  (Estimated)  5f260 

Number  of  separately  rated  hereditaments 

as  at  1st. April,  1958  1»908 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  31.3.58)  £31,891 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

(as  at  31.3.58)  £129/5/9.873 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  are 
directly  or  indirectly  associated  with  agriculture.  The  District 
is  a very  popular  holiday  centre  and  many  hotels,  boarding  houses 
and  farms  specialise  in  seasonal  catering. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  HesJ.th  for  the 
Bideford  Rural  District 


Cleverdon  House, 
Bradworthy, 
August,  195s* 

Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  dealing  with  the  Public 
Health  and  general  conditions  of  the  district  during  the  year 

1957. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

. N,  Bowring  Betts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

___o0o  --- 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS  1957 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 12.7 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and 

Wal es.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  ..  ••  16.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  Births  ..  21.4 


DEATHS 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 


resident  population  4.8 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  15*0 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales 


11.5 


DEATHS  PROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 


Rate  per  1, 000 

Deaths  (Live  and  Still  Births) 

1957  1957 


Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ......  0 0 

Total 0 0 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OP  AGE  1957 

Legitimate 4 

m e g 3.  t iLm  ate  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  I 

Total 5 

DEATH  RATE 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  "births  52.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  54.0 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

(England  and  V/ales)  23.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages)  10 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages) 0 

Deaths  from  '■-Thooping  Cough  (All  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years)  0 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

HOSPITALS 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

There  are  no  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  tuberculous  patients 
in  this  district.  Advanced  cases  are  usually  treated  at  Hawley 
Sanatorium,  Barnstaple.  Convalescent  patients  from  this  district 
are  sometimes  sent  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 

2.  ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Any  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated  or 
properly  cared  for  at  home,  are  conveyed  to  the  Kingsley 
Hospital,  which  comprises  30  beds,  4 cots  and  8 observation 
cubicles.  During  1957  3 cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  from  the  Bi deford  Rural  District. 

3.  GENERAL 

The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  serves  the  district  extremely 
well  for  General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment.  The  hospital 
contains  about  51  beds.  Hospital  facilities  are  also  available 
at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple,  and  the  Royal  Devon 
and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

4.  MATERNITY  CASES 

Maternity  cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  Nbrth  Devon  Infirmary, 
Barnstaple  and  also,  by  arrangement  v/ith  the  Devon  County 
Council,  to  the  Grenville  Nursing  Home,  Bideford. 

5.  DISTRICT  NURSING 

There  are  six  District  Nurses,  all  qualified  midwives,  working 
in  the  district. 

6.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  b3^  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  7 Dix’ s Field,  Exeter,  the  Director  is 
Dr, Moore.  Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Public  Analysts 
Messrs. Tickle  &.  Reynolds,  of  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 
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DISIKPECTION  OP  INPECTED  BEDDING  AND  CLOTHING 


By  arrangement  with  the  Bideford  .and  District  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Board,  any  infected  "bedding  and  clothing  can  be 
disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus  at  the  Isol- 
ation Hospital. 

8.  iJvIBULANCE  PACILITIES 

There  is  a St.John  Ambulance  stationed  at  Bideford,  which 
serves  the  rural  district.  There  is  also  a separate  ambulance 
stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  any  of  the  notifiable 
infectious  diseases. 

9.  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Bideford. 

10.  CHILD  V/ELPARE  CLINICS 

Thcx-'e  are  G.';.u.ld  7/blfare  Clinics  held  at  Hartland  and  Bi deford. 

11.  VENEREAL  DISEASE 

A Clinic  for  venereal  disease  is  held  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  twice  weekly. 

12.  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

A Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  Barnstaple  and  Bideford 
Hospital . 

13.  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC 

A Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  North  Devon  Dispensary, 
Barnstaple. 


PREVALENCE  OP  INPECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NO TIPI CATIONS 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

number 
of  cases 

admitted 

to 

Total 

notified 

ho  spital 

death 

Scarlet  Pever 

2 

2 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

0 

I^sentery 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . 0 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

22 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

0 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis 

0 

0 

I' 

.CtE  INCIDENCE  OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

V/ho  oping 

Cough 

Measle  s 

Pneumonia 

Scarlet 

Fever 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 " 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 years 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 " 

1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 ” 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-9  " 

0 

2 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10-14  ” 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

15-24  " 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25  & over 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Unknown. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Total 

2 

3 

15' 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  IMIv^UNI  SATION 


A high  proportion  of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  above  scheme.  Each  school  in  the  district 
has  been  visited  b3''  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  this  purpose. 


TUBEROJLO  SI  S 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register 
was  as  follows? - 


(a)  Pulmonary  .. 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 
Ferneries 
Males 
Females 

Total 

December  3ist 

II  IT 

II  n 

It  It 

II  It 

II  It  II 

11  li  It 

It  !I  tl 

M il  It 


31st  Dec 
1957 


15 

• o 

a a 

a • 

8 

• 9 

» a 

a a 

2 

e • 

a a 

a a 

2 

27 

1957 

a a 

27 

1956 

<•  € 

24 

1955 

24 

1954 

23 

1953 

27 

1952 

26 

1951 

24 

1950 

<>  . 

23 

1949 

21 

1948 

24 

1947 

22 

1946 

. . 

21 

Total  Cases  on  the  Register, 

It  II  It  II 


tl  It  :t 

It  It  It 

It  II  It 

It  ;i  tl 

tt  it  :i 

II  II  il 

It  ;i  II 

It  ti  II 

1.  NEW  CASES 


During  the  yeai*  5 
Regulations. 

(a)  Pulmonary 

(b)  Non-Pulraonary  . 


cases  were  notified  in  accordance  with  the 


Male  s • • • • • • • • " * 

* * Females  • • • • • • • • • • 0 

Males  2 

Females  1 
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TUBLRCULO  SI  S 
( (Jontd.  ) 


The  following  are  the  notifications  for  the  preceding  twelve 
yearsJ- 


Pulmonary 


1956  ..  ..  o.  1 

1955  ..  .0  2 

1954  2 

1953  0 • 0 » • • 0 

1952  1 

1951  ..  ..  ..  1 

1950  2 

1949  . » . . . . 1 

1948  0 

1947  . o . . . . 2 

1946  ..  ..  3 

1945  - ..  2 


Non-Pulmonary  Total 

0 1 

1 3 

1 3 

1 1 

0 1 

0 1 

0 2 

1 2 

4 4 

1 3 

2 5 

0 2 


2.  AGE  PERIODS  (FEW  CASES) 


Under  1 year 
1 to  5 years 
5 to  10  years 
10  to  15  years 
15  to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  55  years 
55  to  65  years 
65  and  over 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1957 

1957 

M 

P 

M 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

MORTALITY  PROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

TOTAL  DEATHS,  1957  1. 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  UNDER  RE'TIEW 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

1957 

M P 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  0 0 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases  0 1 

syphilitic  disease  ..  0 0 

Diphtheria  0 0 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 

Meningococcal  Infections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  0 0 

Measles  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  ..  ..  0 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach  0 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus  0 0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  0 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus  0 2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm  ..  ..  3 3 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  0 0 

Diabetes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 0 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  6 8 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  10  2 

Hypertension  v/ith  Heart  Disease 1 0 

Other  Heart  Disease  7 4 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . . . ^ 1 0 

Influenza  2 0 

Pneumonia  * 0 0 

Bronchitis  1 0 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 1 0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ..  * 0 0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  0 0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  2 0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  0 0 

Congenital  Malformations  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 2 

Other  Defined  and  111 -Defined  diseases  ..  ..  5 6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 0 

All  other  accidents  2 0 

Suicide 4 0 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 0 


Total  - All  Causes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..49  30 
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A TvW'I  U A L REPORT 

OP  THE  SURVEYOR,  ENGINEER  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  BIDEPORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Grenville  House, 
The  Quay, 
Bideford. 

August,  1958. 


TO  THE  CHAIR])/IAN  AND  MEI.IBERS  OP  THE 
BIDEPORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I Leg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957,  dealing 
with  matters  which  come  within  the  purview  of  this  Department. 

In  the  fields  of  the  essential  services  of  Housing,  V/ater 
Supply  and  Sewerage,  progress  during  the  year  has  been  steady, 
hut  the  emphasis  in  the  field  of  Housing  has  changed  from  that 
of  the  provision  of  new  houses  to  the  improvement  of  existing 
houses,  and  conversion  of  non  domestic  properties  into  units 
Ox  a e G ornmo d a't i c n . 

It  will  he  remembered  that  in  the  month  of  September,  the 
needs  of  the  Country  were  such  that  the  Bank  Rate  was  raised 
to  a very  high  figure,  which  fulfilling  its  purpose,  restricted 
expenditure,  but  in  anticipation  of  improved  economic  conditions, 
plans  proceeded  for  furthering  services  particularly  in  the 
field  which  is  at  the  present  foremost  in  the  Council’s  programme, 
namely  that  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  report  follows  its  customary  form,  giving  details,  in 
statistical  form  and  otherwise,  of  all  the  various  aspects  of 
the  work  of  the  Department,  existing  services  and  a report  on 
how  these  are  to  be  improved. 

I am,  Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


L. J. Dunn. 


Surveyor. 


8. 


HOUSING 


No  new  houses  were  erected  hy  the  Council  during  the  year  under 
review. 

The  following  table  enumerates  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  the 
Council  in  the  various  Parishes  and  whether  pre-war,  war-time  or 
po  st -war  hou  se  s : - 

Pre-war  Houses 

Abbo  t sham  2 

Alwington  4 

Buckland  Brev/er  1 

Clovelly  1 

Hartland  4 

Littleham  . . 2 

Monkleigh  2 

Parkham  . . . . 4 

Woolsery  . . . , 2 

Total  22 

War-time  Houses 

In  1944  the  Council  built  four  houses: - 

Natcott,  Hartland  2 

Crosspark,  T/oolsery  2 

Total  4 

Post-War  Houses 

Abbot  sham  6 

Alwington  6 

Buckland  Brewer  12 

Bulkworthy  2 

Clovelly  8 

East  Put  ford 2 

Hartland  . . . . 32 

Littleham  . . . . 4 

Monkleigh  12 

Parkham  6 

Wei  combe  ..  ..  2 

Total  . . 92 


It  has  been  found  that  the  needs  in  the  District  for  housing 
accommodation  have  been  substantially  met,  but  in  the  few  cases 
where  housing  accommodation  is  required,  this  has  had  to  be 
postponed  because  of  the  high  rate  of  interest  prevailing  on  monies 
borrowed  from  the  Public  Works  Loan  Board,  which  would  put  the  rents 
of  any  new  houses  built  beyond  the  pockets  of  the  persons  for  whom 
the  houses  are  primarily  intended. 

A number  of  sites  for  new  houses  are  still  owned  by  the  Coimcil 
in  various  parts  of  the  District,  and  are  being  held  at  present 
for  future  needs. 

In  accordance  with  the  Government  Policy,  the  Council  has 

improved  the  housing  situation  in  the  District  by  making  grants 
under  the  various  Housing  Acts  referred  to  hereunder. 

HOUSING  ACTS.  1949/37 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  approved  a number  of 
applications  for  grants  under  the  above  mentioned  Acts,  and  the 
total  sum  involved  in  the  approved  grants  is  £3,046. 
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In  a few  cases,  applications  have  been  approved  for 
conversion  works,  which  will  bring  additional  units  of  accommodation 
into  use. 

It  is  felt  that  the  number  of  applications  for  grants  will 
increase  as  the  essential  services  of  main  V/atcr  Supplies  and 
Sev<?crege  Schemes  are  provided  throughout  the  District. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Early  in  the  year  two  houses  which  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation  were  closed,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 

1993. 

RENT  ACT,  1997. 

A number  of  eno^uiries  were  received  during  the  year  regarding 
increase  of  rent  and  minor  repairs  to  property,  and  these  were 
dealt  with  as  appropriate  without  the  necessity  for  the  service 
of  any  Statutory  Notice. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  North  Dovor  Water  Board  as  the  Statutory  Water  Undertaking 
for  the  District  have  provided  a main  supply  of  water  to  the 
following  parts  of  the  District  during  the  year  under  review;- 
Lsnicx'os3,'’Ll ttloham,  Auncry,  Newton  St.  Pctrock  and  Stoke. 


The  Board  report  that  59  new  connections  to  their  mains 
were  made  throughout  the  District  during  the  year,  and  this_ would 
appear  to  be  a small  number  but  the  extensions  to  the  main  in  our 
District  did  not  take  place  until  towards  the  end  of  the  year, ^ and 
before  connections  could  be  arranged  to  the  individual  properties, 
but  these  will  be  shown  in  the  next  annual  report. 


Progress  by  the  Board  in  supplyLrit';  v/ator  to  other  parts  of  the 
District  is  proceeding,  and  plans  are  in  hand  for ^ the _ extension 
of  this  essential  service  to  other  parts  of  the  District. 

The  present  position  with  regard  to  water  supplies  throughout 
the  District  are  given  hereunder  under  the  various  Parishes; - 

Abbot  sham  Tlic  built  up  portion  of  this  Parish  has  a main 

water  supply  from  mains  now  ovmed  by  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board,  previously  owned  by  the 
Northau  Urbar  District  Council. 

Alwington  The  Hoxilots  in  tris  Parish  arc  very  short 

of  water  in  any  time  of  drought,  and  as  yet 
there  are  no  concrete  plans  by  the  Board  for 
affording  a supply  to  Ford,  Fairy  Cross,  and 
Woodtov'/rj.  It  is  understood  that  a supply  may 
come  from  Abbotsham  Cross  or  from  nev/  mains  to 
be  laid  in  Parishes  to  the  west  dependent  upon 
circumstances  at  present  receiving  consideration 
'by  the  Engineers  of  the  Water  Board. 

Buckland  Brower.  Txio  Village  itself,  and  some  outlying  properties 

located  alongside  the  Water  Board  Mains  vThich 
pass  through  the  Parish  have  a main  water  supply 
from  the  trunk  mains  from  Prewley. 

Bulk  worthy  This  Parish  has  no  main  water  supply  but  the 

PRu-aet  of  Havtovni  which  is  very  short  of  water, 
is,  it  is  thought,  to  be  affordeda  supply  from 
the  water  mains  recently  run  to  Milton  Dancrel 
in  the  adjoining  District,  but  owing  to  the 
sparse  population,  this  may  only  be  possible  in 
co-operation  with,  and  with  the  aid  of  a grant 
from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  jind  this  matter  is  receiving  consideration 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  report. 
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Clovolly 


Hart land 


L find  cross 


Littleham 


Monkleigh 


Nev/ton  St. 
Petro ck. 

Parkham 


Wei  00111136 


Both  Hi/.hejr  and  Lower  Clovolly  have  a main  v/ater 
supply,  hut  both  are  dependent  upon  local  sources  of 
supply  which  will  he  abandoned  when  the  water-tower 
near  B\:).rnstone  Parr:!  is  connected  to  the  V/ater  Board 
Truni-  Mains  from  Prowl 03^,  and  this  contract  is  in 
hand  at  the  time  of  writing  the  report. 

Hartland  Tov^n  and  the  Hamlet  of  Stoke  are  both  at 
present  supplied  with  water  from  a wartime 
emergency  scheme  laid  down  by  this  Council  and 
taken  over  by  the  Board  some  time  ago  and  augmented 
by  the  local  supply  at  Burford,  Clovolli^,  end  this 
has  proved  insufficient  for  present  day  requirements 
and  shortly  it  is  anticipated  this  local  supply  will 
be  abandoned  when  the  Trunk  Mains  from  Prewley 
co'-rect  up  with  the  present  pipelines.  The  many 
small  Hemiots  in  this  large  Parish  are  still  relying 
on  the  shallow  wells  which  are  proving  inadequate 
for  all  the  needs,  and  in  many  instances, 
individual  grant  aided  Par'i  Water  Su.pply  Schemes 
have  greatly  improved  the  position  of  individual 
properties,  but  there  still  remains  many  areas 
which  are  in  desperate  need  of  an  improved  water 
supply,  and  it  is  hoped  that  although  Ha3:*tland  is 
at  the  end  of  the  main  from  Prewley  there  may  be 
sufficient  water  to  extend  them  still  further, 
possibly  with  a grant  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  to  such  places 
at  Natcott,  Philham,  Milford  and  Elms 00 tt  where  it 
is  known,  in  the  past  a dry  summer  has  meant  an 
extremely  difficult  time  for  the  farming  community 
and  private  householders. 

As  will  be  seen  earlier  in  the  report,  this  small 
Parish  has  recently  been  provided  with  a main  water 
supply  by  the  Board. 

The  built  up  portion  of  this  Parish  and  a number 
of  outlying  properties  on  the  line  of  water  mains 
are  experiencing  their  first  summer  with  a supply 
of  water  which  will  not  fail  if  no  rain  falls  for 
two  or  three  weeks.  The  comaunal  public  wells 
which  were  grossly  polluted  are  no  longer  relied 
upon  in  the  Parish  as  the  only  source  of  supply, 
and  they  are  now  closed. 

This  Parish  is  well  served  with  a main  water  supply 
which  runs  from  one  end  of  the  Perish  to  the  other 
serving  the  majority  of  the  properties  in  the 
Parish  on  the  route. 

The  Harriet  of  Newton  St.  Petro  ck  and  properties 
along  the  road  in  a westerly  direction  have 
recently  been  connected  to  the  new  water  main  laid 
during  the  year. 

A considerable  portion  of  this  Parish,  together  with 
the  Village,  are  connected  to  the  existing  V/ater 
Board  mains,  but  the  Hamlets  of  Horns  Cross, 
Goldworthy  and  Waytown  are  badly  in  need  of  a main 
water  supply,  and  as  yet  there  is  no  plan  to  serve 
these  areas,  but  undoubtedly  they  should  be 
supplied  with  a branch  main  at  the  earliest 
possible  time. 

This  Parish  is  remote  from  any  potential  source 
of  suppler  "by  mains,  and  it  is  felt  that  purely 
local  well  v/ater  supplies  v/ill  have  to  serve  this 
area  for  an  indefinite  time  to  come.  In  a number 
of  cases,  individual  Farm  Water  Supply  Schemes 
have  been  installed. 


11. 


Woolfardisworthy 


At  the  time  of  writing  the  report  the 
Water  Board  are  taking  a supply  to  this 
Parish  which  will  serve  the  Village  of 
Woolf ardisworthy  and  the  Hamlet  of  Bucks 
Cross,  and  a number  of  properties  on  route 
from  the  existing  mains  at  Parkham.  No 
doubt  small  diameter  branch  m.ains  v/ill  be 
laid  to  isolated  centres  of  development 
to  the  south  of  the  Village  if  the  need  is 
sufficient . 

A Statutory  Notice  under  Section  I38  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936:1  and  Section  30  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  was  served  requiring 
provisior  of  a water  supply  to  a property  in  pipes.  This  was  an 
unusual  case  where  the  property  was  in  the  hands  of  a Receiver  who 
had  no  funds  available  to  carry  out  any  work,  but  eventually  the 
supply  v\^as  provided  by  the  Council,  and  the  Receiver  repaid  the 
amount  involved  in  ":aking  the  supply  over  a short  period  of  time. 

FARM  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEMES 

During  the  year,  a number  of  individual  Pam  Y/ater  S’upply 
Schemes  have  been  provided  in  different  parts  of  the  District  where 
the  possibility  of  a main  water  supply  is  very  remote,  or  out  of 
the  question. 

V/hilst  the  original  conception  of  these  Schemes  was  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  Agriculture,  in  practically  all  cases  the  supply, 
which  ha,s  to  be  first  class  quality,  is  extended  to  the  fam 
houses  and  in  some  cases  to  cottages  nearby,  and  undoubtedly  this 
Scheme  is  doing  a lot  to  improve  supplies  to  fams  and  cottages 
where  a local  source  is  found  to  be  sufficient  and  suitable  for 
the  purpose. 

V/ATER  SAMPLES 

During  the  year,  only  twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  exanination  from  all  sources,  and  of  these  only  one 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

A great  reduction  in  the  number  of  samples  taken  by  the 
Department  as  com.pared  v/ith  previous  years,  reflects  the 
availability  of  a.  main  water  supply  and  Pam  Water  Supply  Schemes 
thrcughoo.b  the  District  to  an  ever  increasing  extent. 

Where  a s^miiple  has  failed  to  pass  the  bacteriological 
examination  advice  is  given  as  to  the  best  way  to  improve  the 
supply  if  it  is  at  all  possible.  In  practically  all  cases  the 
supplies  are  from  shallov:/  wells,  where  the  quantity  of  water 
available  is  directly  dependent  upon  the  rainfall,  and  lack  of 
rain  shows  in  the  water  in  the  well  in  only  two  or  three  weeks  dry 
weather,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  one  comes  across  a 
supply  which  obtains  its  V';-,ter  Crom  a deep  source. 

With  the  majority  of  shallow  wells  the  only  advioe  vdiich  can 
be  given,  is  to  protect  the  well  as  req_uired  by  the  Building 
Byelaws,  and  in  some  cases  this  improves  the  quality  of  the  well, 
but  very  rarely  does  it  make  a first  class  water  supply. 

SEV/ERAGE 

The  provision  of  this  essential  service  is  following  a planned 
programme  with  the  provision  of  Sewerage  Schemes  in  Villages 
follovdng  the  installation  of  a main  water  supply,  or  in  some  cases 
be f one  a main  v/ater  supply. 

At  the  present  time,  hov^ever,  due  to  the  progress  made  by 
the  North  Devon  Water  Board  in  recent  years,  and  their  progress^ 
within  the  next  few  years  as  far  as  one  can  see,  a number  of  built 
up  areas  v/ill  be  attempting  to  dispose  of  increased  quantities  of 
water  from  the  mains,  to  individual  drainage  systems  which  were 
never  designed  to  take,  and  certainly  never  can  efficiently  deal 
with  the  increased  flows,  and  the  result  is  that  nuisances  are 
created. 
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It^is  suggested  that  for  the  next  few  years,  work  in 
connection  with  the  provision  of  Sewerage  Schemes  will  have  to 
continue  to  receive  a high  degree  of  priority,  and  in  some 
instances  it  may  he  advisable  on  the  grounds  of  reducing  costs 
as  well  as  the  grounds  of  abating  serious  drainage  nuisances, 
that  all  Schemes  in  any  locality  be  carried  out  at  one  time,  such 
as  is  planned  at  the  moment  for  Hartland  and  Stoke. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  Village  of  Monkleigh  has 
been  provided  with  a Sewerage  Scheme,  and  due  to  the  sudden 
increase  in  the  Baiik  Rate  referred  to  previously  in  the  report 
Higher  Clovelly  Sewerage  Scheme  originally  scheduled  to  start 
in  September,  1957,  did  not  start  until  April,  I958. 

At  the  time  of  v/riting  the  report,  a Public  Enquiry  is 
awaited  on  the  proposals  for  Schemes  at  Hartland  and  Stoke.  The 
Littleham  Sewerage  Scheme  is  being  drawn  up,  after  which  it  is 
felt  a Scheme  for  Bucks  Mills  will  have  become  one  of  priority, 

It^is  understood  that  the  Water  Board  intend  to  take  a supply 
almo st ^ immediately  to  Bucks  Mills,  where  at  the  present  time 
domestic  drainage  and  in  some  cases  water  closets  empty  directly 
into  a stream  which  flows  on  to  the  foreshore,  which^is  visited 
by  thousands  of  visitors  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Villages  of  Abbotsham,  Buckland  Brewer,  Lov/er  Clovelly, 
Horns  Cross,  Hartland,  Monkleigh,  Parkham,  Saltrens  and 
Woolfardisworthy  have  a Sewerage  Scheme  at  the  moment,  but  that  at 
Hartland  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  as  stated  above  will  shortly 
become  redundant  when  the  new  Scheme  is  provided,  and  the  Abbotsham 
Disposal  v7orks  are  inadequate  and  the  defective  sewers  are  a 
constant  source  of  trouble. 

There  is  one  matter  relating  to  Sewerage  Schemes  which  is 
giving  concern,  and  this  is  the  maintenance  of  the  works  provided 
by  the  Council  at  great  expense. 

^Only  in  two  instances  where  new  Sewerage  Schemes  have  been 
provided  since  the  war  can  it  be  stated  that  maintenance  of  the 
works  is  satisfactory,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  cases  it  is 
found  to^be  most  unsatisfactory.  As  stated  in  a Pamphlet  issued 
by  the ^Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  recently,  this 
part  time  method  of  maintenance  is  rarely  a good  a^rrangement. 

Modern  Sev/age  Disposal  Works  will  not  function  satisfactorily 
unless  they  are  properj.y  maintained,  and  only  full  time  employees 
engaged  on  visiting  various  v^^orks  can  be  expected  to  have  some 

work,  and  be  anxious  to  produce  a satisfactory 
in  keeping  with  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Royal 
Commission. 

Difficulty  has  also  been  experienced  during  the  year  by  the 
disposal  of  sludge  from  sites,  and  an  arrangement  made  whereby 
a local  farmer  would  remove  this  valuable  material  for  spreading 
on  his  land  nearby,  failed  to  be  carried  out,  and  it  is  felt  in 
some  cases,  in  future,  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  removal  of 
sludge  to  be  carried  out  by  Contract. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  collectxon  is  carried 
mentioned  Parishes  and  Villages? - 


Abbotsham  Po,rish  , . 
Alwington  " 

Parkham  " 

V/oolsery  " 

Littleham  " 

Landcross  " 

Monkleigh  " 

Buckland  Brewer  Parish 
Clovelly  Village 
Higher  Clovelly 
Hartland  Tovw], 


Stoke 


out  by  contract  in  the  under- 


Bi -monthly 


Twice  weekly 
Monthly 
Weakly 
Monthly 


• • 
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Only  the  centres  of  population  and  properties  on  the  road 
■between  these  Hoj-ilets  and  l^illages  at  present  receive  the  service 
of  refuse  collection,  and  enquiries  are  "being  constantly  received 
for  the  service  to  "be  extended  elsewhere,  and  for  the  frequency 
of  collection  to  he  improved. 

It  is  suggested  that  this  should  receive  early  consideration 
hy  the  Council,  hy  an  extension  of  the  existing  service  hy  Contract, 
or  hy  direct  labour. 

In  consultation  with  the  Highway  Department  of  the  Devon 
County  Council,  arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  current 
summer  season  for  Litter  Bins  to  he  placed  in  certain  positions  on 
the  Tmhk;  Road,  where  visitors  pull  in  off  the  highway  for  picnic 
meals,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  facilities,  an.d  stop  the  untidy  and  thoroughly  had  practice 
of  throwing  litter  along  the  roadside, 

POOD  AND  DRUGS 


POOD  PREMISES 

Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  premises  from  which 
food  and  Ice  Cream  are  sold  to  the  public,  and  in  no  case  was  it 
found  necessary  to  report  unsatisfactory  conditions  to  the  Council. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949/33 

A Dealer's  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designated  "pasteurized”  in  relation  to  milk  'was  issued  to  a Shop 
in  the  District  during  the  year.  This  Dealer  obtains  pasteurized 
milk  from  the  Bideford  Dairies,  and  retails  it  in  the  Hamlet  of 
Horns  Cross  and  the  surrounding  area. 

There  is  one  other  non  producer  retailer  of  milk  registered 
in  the  District. 

The  sale  of  milk  from  one  farm  was  temporarily  stopped  during 
the  year  following  the  positive  result  of  an  examination  of  a 
sample  of  the  milk  from  the  property,  taken  by  the  County  Council, 
which  revealed  that  it  v/as  infected  with  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

The  affected  animal  was  found  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  in 
due  course  and  disposed  of. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 


Two  private  slaughter  houses  continued  to  be  licensed  during 
the  year,  and  inspection  of  meat  has  been  practically  1009^  as  v^ill 
be  seen  from  the  attaehed  schedule. 

The  use  made  of  these  slaughter  houses  is  very  limited,  but 
is  quite  sufficient  for  their  size,  and  generally  speaking 
conditions  therein  are  satisfactory. 

Details  of  v^^ork  carried  out  at  such  premises  and  inspections 
etc.  are  given  hereunders- 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle, 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number 

killed  (if  known)  .. 

47 

8 

148 

217 

Number 

inspected 

47 

8 

93 

209 

14 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis; 

Vi/liole  carcases  condemned 


Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 


Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  v/as  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber 
culosis 

Tuberculosis  only; 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


19  2 - 17  - 

40^'  50fo  - Wio 

2 1 - - 11 

\2io  ~ - % 


PLANS 

Hereunder  are  details  of  Plans  submitted  to  the  Council  for 
consideration  under  the  Building  Byelaws  and  Town  and  Country 


Planning  Act,  1947 • 

BUILDING  BYELAWS 

Number  approved  . . . . . . . . . . . . . « 29 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947 

Number  approved  . . . . 43 

Number  refused  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


C/JvlPING  SITES  AND  M0VA:BLE  D'lTBLLINGS 


The  District  continues  to  be  a popular  holiday  centre  and  the 
number  of  persons  who  stayed  on  the  various  camping  sites  during  the 
year  show  an  increase  over  previous  years. 

The  Devon  County  Council  as  the  Local  Planning  Authority  for 

the  v/hole  of  the  County  set  up  a special  Caravan  and  Camping  Site 
Committee  to  consider  all  aspects  of  this  matter  and  to  control  its 
development  throughout  the  County. 

As  a result,  the  Council's  views  were  requested  on  a proposal 
to  make  application  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  pemission  to  m^-Gce  the  coastline  of  the  District,  and  the 
immediate  hinterland,  an  area  in  v/hich  camping  and  caravaning  would 
be  allov/ed  onli/  on  approved  sites. 

After  careful  consideration  the  Council  supported  this  proposal, 
and  at  the  time  of  v/riting  the  report  it  is  understood  that  the 
special  County  Committee  referred  to  above  are  collating  evidence 
to  support  this  application  being  made  to  the  Minister  v/hich  affects 
not  only  the  coastline  of  this  District,  but  practically  the  whole 
coastline  of  the  County  in  the  North  a.id  South. 

It  is  considered  that  this  proposed  Article  4 Order,  restricting 
camping  and  caravanirig  is  most  essential  Doth  in  the  interests  of 
the  amenities  of  the  District  and  public  health  standards. 
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Undoubtedly,  the  coastline  of  the  District  and  the  area  imniediately 
behind  it  has  a,  very  high  Eunenity  value,  which  in  the  interests  of 
the  general  public  should  be  protected,  and  this  view  is  held  at 
national  level,  bearing  in  mind  the  proposal,  that  whereas  under 
the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  this  area  was  scheduled  as 
one  of  high  landscape  value,  it  is  now  proposed  that  it  should 
become  an  area  of  outstanding  natural  beauty,  which  designation 
implies  comparison  in  amenity  value  to  the  great  National  Parks  of 
the  Country. 


PACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1947 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

• ..  (1) 

•.  ' 

Number 
on  Reg- 
ister 
(3) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

i 

Writ- 

ten 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

2 

4 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

9 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  bj'-  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

11 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  'vVHICH  DEFECTS  V/ERE  FOUND  - NIL 
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